
 
 
 

How we are re-opening for more children - more information for you 
 

We wanted to give you as much information as possible about how we are re-opening.  This 
document gives you some detail on what we are doing and why.  If you have any further 
questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 
First of all, we’d like to re-assure everybody that we have followed all Department for 
Education Guidance  and have carried out a thorough risk assessment which has been 
reviewed by the Coop Academies Trust Board.  Our first priority is everybody’s safety and 
this means that our re-opening plan is changeable.  We’d like everyone to remember that 
this is dependent on how things go from now on and if we feel there are reasons why we 
need to change the plan or even close school, we will. 
 
We have consulted with our cleaning staff and dinner staff who are contracted from the Local 
Authority and made changes to how we do things in school to minimise the risk of 
transmitting the disease.  We are also bringing children back in a phased way so we can be 
sure that the plans we have in place are safe and appropriate.  Our leadership team will 
review how things are going regularly.  
 
All schools are different and our plan is likely to look quite different from other schools.  This 
is because other schools have different buildings, different sized rooms, more or less 
outdoor space, different numbers of staff who are shielding etc. 
 
We have posters up around school showing the entry and exit points for children and setting 
out our expectations.  Below, we have given some more information on why we are taking 
these measures and what else we are doing to get back to class but keep everyone safe. 
 
What we expect from you: 
 

- Do NOT enter the school building 
We are not letting anyone but staff and children in the building to limit infection.  Large parts 
of the building have been deep cleaned and are now out of bounds.  The less that is 
touched, by the least number of people the better.  Any contractors or other people who 
come to school for example, for waste collection or deliveries are also following these rules. 
 

- Use the entrances and exits on this poster and for your children’s group and 
STAY LEFT 

Some of the paths into and out of school are narrow and we want people to be able to get 
around site meeting the least number of people as possible and feeling they have enough 
space.  The map of entrances and exits shows we are using the back path from Springdale 
Crescent to Key Stage One playground only for entrance to site and the paths around the 
back of Nursery and Reception to Haigh Corner only for exit.  This is to give everybody 
space. Inside school, children will be moving around the building very little and there will be 
barriers in corridors where they may pass and markings on the floor so they stay apart. 
 



 
 
 

- One adult to arrive on time for pick up and drop off (not early) 
The less time there are lots of people stood together, the better.  We ask you to keep apart 
and arrive on time so we can make the start and end of the days swift and safe.  Your child 
will be ready to go at the end of the day.  We have set different pick up times and drop offs 
to avoid everyone being here at the same time but there will be some crossover.  Please 
give each other distance and leave the site immediately.  If a different adult is picking up, 
please let us know. 
 

- Keep 2m apart at all times 
We will have signs up showing what 2m looks like and we expect people to stick to this 
where they can.  We are asking Year Six to do this as much as possible but realise the 
younger children will not be able to do this. 
 

- Wash everyone’s hands before coming to school and don’t touch anything on 
site 

If hands are clean then there is less chance of passing anything on.  Handwashing as you 
leave one place and then again as you arrive somewhere new is the best way to stop this. 
All staff are doing the same. 

 
- Wash uniforms every day or wear cleaned clothes 

The current evidence is that the infection can remain on clothes for upto 72 hours so we ask 
that fresh clothes are worn each day.  We have removed all soft furnishings at school to 
control the spread in this way. 
 

- Keep conversations with staff brief and phone the office to make a telephone 
appointment if you need to talk to staff. 

We absolutely do want to talk to you so we can keep everyone up to date and check the 
children are all happy and healthy but drop off and pick ups need to be about hygiene and 
safety at the moment. This does not mean you can’t talk to the adult on the door but they 
may be a little distracted making sure the children go to wash their hands and get to class 
safely.  The main office is another likely place for infection to spread as normally lots of 
people go there each day.  Please do not go to the office unless you can’t get in touch by 
phone or it’s an emergency.  If you ring us, we will get back to you as soon possible, pass 
messages on and can book telephone appointments with teachers. In school, members of 
staff will not be allowed to walk between classrooms to limit the amount of contact between 
different ‘bubbles’ of children. 
 
 
 
What you can expect from us: 
 

- An adult will collect your child outside and handover your child at pick up 
On Day One, we will go through all the new rules with the children and will supervise them 
carefully to make sure they are getting things right.  We are going to put a lot of time into 
making them feel safe and comfortable as we know this is a really big thing for some of them 



 
 
 
and some will be worried.  We have a big team of people on hand to help if anyone is 
anxious or confused and, of course, we will be in touch with you if we have any worries.  
 

- Children will wash their hands regularly, including as they arrive, after 
playtime, before and after lunchtime and before they leave school 

We can’t stop them touching things but we will make sure they are cleaning their hands 
regularly.  Each child will have their own set of resources and they will help with cleaning 
those themselves at the end of the day.  Lunchtime has been changed so children are 
touching as few things as possible and we will be using cups for drinks in class and washing 
them after every use. 
 

- We will clean all equipment at the end of each day and perform a ‘deep’ clean 
on Friday afternoons 

We have a new cleaning schedule with our cleaners and have contracted them for more 
hours so we can do deeper and more regular cleans.  School staff will also be cleaning 
surfaces and regularly used areas during the day.  All items used each day will be cleaned at 
the end of the day.  Each ‘bubble’ will have their own play equipment which will also be 
cleaned each day. 
 

- Staff will socially distance from each other in school and keep group ‘bubbles’ 
apart but remember, we cannot expect the children to socially distance within 
their groups. 

Staff will have to take staggered lunches and breaks, we have made changes to the 
staffroom and limited how we use fridges and kettles etc.  All staff will clean anything they 
use during the day - we are following the rule, ‘If you use it, wipe it.’  This includes all the 
door electronic fobs and exits from the building.  Staff are not allowed to wear certain items 
and they will also have to wear new clothes each day. 
 

- We will challenge any adults not following these expectations and they may 
lose their child’s place in school this term 

It is our responsibility to keep your children safe so anyone not doing as we have asked may 
lose their place until September.  If a member of staff asks you to do something or to move, 
please don’t be cross.  
 

- If you contact the office to speak to a member of staff, a telephone appointment 
will be booked within 24 hours  

Even though some classes are not in school, everyone at school is still busy and working.  A 
class teacher may not be in the building but might be checking or setting home learning or 
making phone calls to children to support them with their work.  We will get back to you as 
soon as we can but it might not be immediately.  Please keep in touch.  


